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In this pack: 

1. A Choveret with the theme of the week for ‘read-through’.  
I recommend reading through this guide before you start the meeting so you’re familiar with 
the structure and concept/lesson.  

2. A selection of suggested games/activities that your madrichim can use in Sviva that are 
linked to the topic. (Attached separately).  

3. A summary sheet that can be handed out to madrichim. (Attached separately).  
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Choveret – For Reading Through 

"I savour life. When you have anything that threatens life, it prods you into stepping back and really 
appreciating the value of life and taking from it what you can" 
-Sonia Sotomayor, Associate Justice on the US Supreme Court since 2008.  
  
"Democracy is worth dying for, because it's the most deeply honourable form of government 
devised by man." 
-Ronald Reagan, 40th US President 
  
The story of Robin Hood is an incredibly educational tale. It tells of a man, named Robin who was 
unhappy with the economic inequality in the surrounding areas of a town called Nottingham. He saw 
that the poor languished whilst the rich got fat. He decided to take matters into his own hands. He 
began to steal from the rich and distributed the wealth to the poor people. He is depicted as hero. 
The villain in the story is the Sherriff of Nottingham. The Sherriff was of the view that stealing is 
wrong, whatever the circumstances. His job was to ensure that the innocent citizens of Nottingham 
were not subjected to violence and crime. He is cast as the evil villain. This is because as a society, 
we believe that ensuring that all people live a dignified life is more important than people keeping 
their hard earned money. We have decided that principle over many years, and it hasn’t always been 
so. This is a story of value choice. We chose life over money.  
  
Thomas Jefferson also made this choice. He composed one of the most profound statements of 
modern history: "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." Jefferson decided that life is the most 
supreme value, as is liberty, as is happiness. He chose three ultimate values. These have been more 
or less accepted throughout western society.  
  
Both Robin Hood and Jefferson are of the view that life is either the or among the highest and 
holiest values known to man. They both fit in with the first quote by Sonia Sotomayor, playing on the 
idea that death is the worst thing, so life by contrast must be the greatest.  
  
Questions: 
 
However, are there things which are worth dying for? Are there situations where we would not want 
to live anymore? Ronald Reagan, and many others, believe that there are some ideas which are just 
too precious and that they are worth dying over. Do we feel the same way? For example, many of 
our friends and family members have decided that the State of Israel is something which they would 
be prepared to die for.  
  
Judaism approaches this subject from a unique standpoint. The Torah commands us to "live by 
them [the commandments]" and to "choose life". The Gemara elaborates that aside from three 
sins, we are supposed to commit a sin in order to live if forced to do so. The Gemara compares the 
value of a life to the value of the entire world. Participating in procreation is considered among the 
highest honours in Judaism. Judaism celebrates life. When a child is born, a blessing is recited. 
Judaism makes a blessing over life.  
  
However, Judaism does not place life as the ultimate value. The three "cardinal" sins are idolatry, 
sexual immorality and murder. They are three sins which a Jew must die for. Halacha tells us 
explicitly, that our life is not worth more than three sins. Furthermore, Judaism has within it the 
concept of war. War is inherently an anti-life concept. War is where one person decides that their 
life is worth more than another, therefore, they will kill that person in order to preserve their own 
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life. Not only that, if the life of a Jew is threatened, we are commanded not to "stand idly by" and 
offer our safety in order to protect our fellow Jew.  
  
This is a troubling conflict. On the one hand, life is valued higher than most commandments and we 
must protect our lives as much as possible. On the other hand, there are circumstances where we 
don't extend that same love of life to other people and even towards ourselves.  
  
This is what happens when values collide.  
  
The purpose of this choveret is to explore the wildly complex and mind-bogglingly interesting 
question of where we place the value of life in our own lives. This is going down to the very root of 
our Chanichim's existence. This theme begs the question: what is the purpose of life?  
  
Obviously, we might not necessarily be able to give an answer, but that is not the point. 

Contemplating the purpose of our lives is itself a value. To put it in a nutshell: What do our 

Chanichim want to do with their lives? 

Suggested Activity 

Trigger: Little intro + story to create sombre mood.  

Main: 

- Madrichim dressed as angels will be stationed at various points around the field/room. 
- Chanichim will split into groups and will progress from mad to mad.  

Characteristics: 

1. Honesty 
2. Bravery 
3. Kindness 
4. Loyalty 
5. Humility 
6. The Angel of Death 

Each mad will be the angel of a characteristic. Chans when arriving at the mad will receive a brief 
presentation on each mad’s specific value. Chans will be told that they have to collectively nominate 
a member of their group that they think most embodies that value. Chans will be told that they are 
being judged on the reasons given for their nomination. Unbeknownst to them Mads will also be 
judging them on the manner in which they make their choice/nomination.  That Chan will have to 
remain behind – ‘claimed’ by that Angel – and will judge the next group with that Mad/Angel. 

As Chans progress through the Angels their group will slowly diminish until eventually the last few 
chans will meet the angel of death. They will have to argue as to why they should be kept alive. Mad 
will tell the chans at this last station that they have survived and lead them back to MTR. 

Summary: Summary of each characteristic/shpiel about the value of a life, the things we place as key 
values for our own lives. Etc.  

Tips: Add or subtract number of mads/characteristics depending on number of chanichim so that by 
the ‘Angel of Death’ there is only one Chanich left.  


