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Rav Kook: Part 2
(Eretz Yisrael)

Aims:
1)To  learn  about  some of  the  specific  teachings  of  Rav

Kook.
2)To appreciate how Rav Kook embodied different aspects

of Bnei Akiva’s ideology.
3)To focus in  particular  on Rabbi  Akiva’s  contribution to

Eretz  Yisrael  and  to  think  about  how  we  too  can
contribute to Eretz Yisrael.



Dear Sganim, Madrichim and Roshim

This week we are continuing our series on important leaders in our history who
embodied the different aspects of Bnei Akiva’s ideology.

We are currently learning about the great Religious Zionist leader and first Chief
Rabbi of modern Israel – Rav Kook. Last week we focused on who he was, what he
achieved, and how he was a role model in general. This week we will move on to
look more specifically at his contribution to Eretz Yisrael and what we can learn
from that in the context of our ideology at Bnei Akiva.

This week we were present at the Yeshiva and Sem fair. Hope it was helpful for all
those  that  went,  It  was  lovely  to  see  so  many  of  you,  and  again  if  there  is
anything i can help with, please give me a call!

This  choveret,  as  always  has  so  much  information  and  is  there  for  you!!!...
Remember “Taking is too easy, but that’s the way it is” [Sporty spice 1996] so
please do take the information and use it!

LUSMS you all 

D
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Love of Eretz Yisrael

As a  child,  Rav Kook was famous for  his  special  love and
passion for Eretz Yisrael. It is told that he would play a game
about Aliyah with his friends - and this was before the days of
Sviva!

His well known book “Orot” starts by explaining the special
relationship between Jews and Israel:  ‘Eretz Yisrael is not a
peripheral  matter,  an  external
acquisition  of  the  nation;  it  is  not
merely a means toward the goal of the
general coalescing of the nation, nor of
strengthening  its  material  existence,
nor  even its  spiritual  existence.  Eretz
Yisrael  is  an independent  unit,  bound
with  a  living  attachment  with  the
nation,  bound with inner Segulot with
the nation’s existence.’ 

When  telling  us  of  the  great  horrors
that will  come to the Jewish people if
they do not listen to Hashem, the Torah states that: ‘And I
will  bring  the land into  desolation;  and your  enemies  that
dwell therein shall be astonished at it.’ (Vayikra 26) It seems
that we are being told that these terrible events which will
happen to the Jewish people will continue, but the Ramban
explains that: ‘During all our exiles, our Land will not accept
our enemies… for since the time that we left it,  it  has not
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accepted any nation or people, and they all try to settle in it,
but to no avail.’  The Ramban himself made Aliyah in 1267
and wrote to his  son Nachman about the total  destruction
and desolation of the land which he witnessed; in Jerusalem
he  could  not  even  find  a  Minyan!  His  commentary  is
testimony that Eretz Yisrael stays faithful to Am Yisrael.

The first settlers who came to Petach Tikva had to
deal with swampy grounds which caused malaria
and typhus. A hundred years later we can witness
that Eretz Yisrael is fertile with trees and orchids.
The Gemara in Sanhedrin (97b) explains that the
sign for the future redemption will be the trees of
Israel producing fruit again. The only way for Eretz
Yisrael to produce fruit is to have Jewish people living in it
and working in it.

Nationalism and Spirituality

Rav Kook presents a theory in Orot that two factors combine
to form the rollercoaster that is Jewish history:  nationalism
and spirituality. 

He explains that the Jewish people have a great yearning for
Hashem called ‘Kirvat Elokim’. This desire stems from being
created  in  Hashem’s  image  and  helps  us  to  believe  in
Hashem, worship Him, and make sacrifices for the sake of
religion.  This  passion makes us and the world ‘tick’:  wars,
nations rising and falling, revolutions and world affairs are all
due to ‘Kirvat Elokim’.
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At the same time, people who live together as a collective
create  a  sense  of  nationalism  -  the  glue  that  brings
individuals  together.  Rav  Kook’s  argument  is  that  in  the
Jewish people there is a constant battle between these two
factors  of  spirituality  and  nationalism.  Ideally  we  want  a
healthy balance between the two, and one of the challenges
of Judaism is to create harmony between them in the way we
live our lives - individually and collectively.

In Israel we used to be a nation like others, with an army, a
king and political  independence,  so nationality  was strong.
However, we often abandoned Hashem and worshipped idols,
so we went into exile where nationalism would be weakened
but  spirituality  would  improve.  However,  although  Kirvat
Elokim is strong in exile, when religion becomes a narrower
and more personal experience we find that the bigger picture
of nationalism often gets lost. In the early 20th century, Jews
were looking for big ideals and many turned to Communism
or secular Zionism. However, Rav Kook taught that these big
ideas could be found within a Torah framework, as the Torah
provides us with the big picture as well as the tiny details of
Halacha.

Both spirituality and nationalism are strong in Israel today,
but religious  and nationalist  groups are not  always united.
Our goal must always be to find a healthy balance between
the two - both as individuals and as a people.
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Is there value in having spirituality 
without nationalism?

and vice versa  

Religious Zionism

There have always been many strands of Religious Zionism
and  internal  debate  between  religious  Zionists.  Rav  Kook
disagreed  fundamentally  with  Rav  Yaakov  Reines,  the
founder  of  Mizrachi,  about  the  question  of  the  connection
between Zionism and the promised redemption of the Jews.

Rav Reines argued that Zionism ‘carries no note whatsoever
of  the idea of  redemption.’  For  him,  the Zionist  enterprise
was a pragmatic project to improve the general situation of
the Jewish people. Improving the material needs of the nation
was endorsed by the Torah, and in fact a religious obligation,
but not connected to the redemption. Thus Rav Reines could
be  summarised  as  ‘Herzl  with  a  Kippah’,  as  like  Herzl  his
main aim was to secure a place of refuge where Jews could
live  and  be  secure.  He  even  supported  the  proposal  to
establish a Jewish state in Uganda, as for him a spiritual tie to
Israel was part of Judaism but not part of Zionism.

By  contrast,  Rav  Kook  saw  Zionism  as
leading the march towards the redemption,
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with the physical ‘Teshuva’ (return) to the land inextricably
linked to the spiritual ‘Teshuva’ of the people to renew their
status as a ‘Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation.’ Rav Kook
never  joined  Mizrachi,  finding  it  hard  to  understand  a
religious  movement  which  only  wanted  to  provide  for  our
material  needs.  Instead  he  founded  Degel  Yerushalayim,
which  carried  the  flag  of  redemptive  religious  Zionism,
stating that ‘We need a holy movement, to lift our national
revival from its secular lowliness.’

As a Religious Zionist  movement,  we must appreciate that
Bnei Akiva has taken from both of these models, starting out
as the youth arm of Mizrachi, but giving the teachings of Rav
Kook a central position in our ideology. It is important that we
continue  to  debate  and  appreciate  what  it  means  to  be
‘Religious Zionist’, rather than simply religious and Zionist at
the same time.
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If you were to be given the task to create

your own flag, what would you put on it?

Why?



GAMES
 Tug  of  War:  Finding  the  balance  between  nationalism

and spirituality.
 Get Off My Land: Representing the exile from which Rav

Kook and others were trying to redeem us.
 Capture  the  Flag:  Representing  the  redemption  they

sought to achieve!
 If you were to create a new flag for Yerushalayim,

What would you put on it? Why?
 Ask your Chanichim when they last went to Israel

and what they love about it. Lead into a discussion
about  the  connection  between Eretz  Yisrael  and
Am Yisrael and teach them about how Jews have
worked the land in the last century and the land
has produced fruit for us.

 Get them to prepare an advert / skit / play about a
Jewish  homeland  giving  each  group  a  different
theme.  Then  see  if  they  focus  on  spiritual  or
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national aspects and lead into a discussion about
the  need  for  both.  (maybe  a  entire  sviva  idea-
come together for Mifkad and compare all)

 The  Aliyah  Debate!  This  week  is  the  perfect
opportunity to discuss how Aliyah is an important
part of Bnei Akiva’s ideology of Torah v’Avodah.
Make sure to do it sensitively and realistically and
to keep it appropriate to the relevant age group.

                                              Rav
Kook Quiz

Question 1: HaRav Kook founded a yeshiva,Mercaz HaRav Kook (popularly 
known as "Mercaz haRav"), in ________ in 1924.

Jerusalem   Beirut   Damascus   Israel

Question 2: He is known in Hebrew as הרב אברהם יצחק הכהן קוק HaRav Avraham 
Yitzchak HaCohen Kook, and by the________ HaRaAYaH or simply as "HaRav." He 
was one of the most celebrated and influential Rabbis of the 20th century.

United States    Acronym and Initialism   English Language   Abbreviation

Question 3: The outbreak of the First World War caught Rav Kook in________, and
he was forced to remain in London and Switzerland for the remainder of the war.

Eastern Europe    Europe    Balkans   Western Europe

Question 4: His influence on people in different walks of life was already 
noticeable, as he engaged in kiruv("Jewish outreach"), thereby creating a greater 
role for Torah and ________ in the life of the city and the nearby settlements.

Chasidic Judaism    Orthodox Judaism    Halacha    Charedi Judaism
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Question 5: In 1904, Rav Kook moved to Ottoman Palestine to assume the 
rabbinical post in ________, which also included responsibility for the new mostly 
secular Zionist agricultural settlements nearby.

Jerusalem     Jaffa     Israel    Tel Aviv

These are 5 questions to get you started, get thinking of some more, and can have a
wicked quiz!
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Bnei Akiva 5774: Dates for your Diary

Limmud- Come and learn in Chavrutot and hear some fantastic

speakers:

Every Monday evening in the London Bayit and the Manchester

Bayit - 7:30

Every Monday evening at 6:00pm in “Standard location” in Brum
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-KVUTSAH PLANNING SHEET-

THEME

Aim 1:           Aim 2:           Aim 3:

Related Activities               Related Activities             Related 
Activities 

      Points to discuss:                                Points to discuss:                                  Points to 
discuss:
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                                                              Conclusion:

    Tziud needed:
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