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“IF YOU WILLIT, IT IS NO DREAM™

“RAV AH
“I always knew | would
return. It was what | was

taught, and it was how |
was raised.”

These words were ut-
tered by Yochanan Ben Yaakov, reflecting
upon his return to the area of Gush Etzi-
on in 1967. In the winter of 1947-1948,
three-year-old Yochanan was evacuated
from Kibbutz Kfar Etzion together with his
mother, as part of a larger evacuation of
mothers and children from the area. After
the passing of the United Nations Parti-
tion Plan for Palestine on 29th November
1947, the area they were living in became
the frontline of attack in battles against the
Arab Legion and local fighters.

On 13th May 1948, the day before the dec-
laration of the state of Israel, Yochanan's
father Yaacov, together with 128 others,
were killed defending the area of Gush
Etzion. A few years later, this day (4th lyar)
was established as Yom Hazikaron, the day
on which we commemorate the memory
of fallen soldiers.

Between the years of 1948 and 1967, Yo-
chanan and others would dream of re-
turning to the lands that their fathers and
mothers had acquired, cultivated, built and
defended. In 1967, at the conclusion of the
Six Day War, their request to rebuild Kfar
Etzion was approved.

When confronting tragedy and challenge, a
natural response is to fold up, to withdraw
into ourselves; to say, “A tragedy has befall-
en us, we cannot move on.” This is reflected
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in many of the individual mourning practic-
es in halacha, such as refraining from sim-
cha, remaining at home for a seven-day
period etc. Itis reflected as well in the com-
munal practices established to mourn the
destruction of the Beit Hamikdash, such as
intentionally leaving out a dish from an im-
pressive meal (Shulchan Aruch OC 560:2).
Not only that, but the Gemara writes (Bava
Batra 60b):

Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha said: From the day
that the Temple was destroyed, by right, we
should decree upon ourselves not to eat meat
and not to drink wine, but the Sages do not is-
sue a decree upon the public unless a majori-
ty of the public is able to abide by it. And from
the day that the wicked kingdom, i.e., Rome,
spread, who decree evil and harsh decrees
upon us...by right we should each decree
upon ourselves not to marry a woman and
not to produce offspring, and it will turn out
that the descendants of Avraham our forefa-
ther will cease to exist on their own But con-
cerning a situation such as this, the following
principle is applied: Leave the Jews alone and
do not impose decrees by which they cannot
abide. It is better that they be unwitting sin-
ners, and not be intentional wrongdoers.

In other words, the “right” thing to do
would be to encourage the gradual dying
out of Bnei Yisrael!

Although this feeling of grief is important
and has its place in our tradition, the feel-
ing expressed by Yochanan above is what
we celebrate on this day: the hope and
dream that we can return and that we will
return.



EDITORS CORNER

We are delighted to introduce Zeh Hay-
om’, Bnei Akiva's special Yom Ha'atzmaut
publication!

The full pasuk 1Y% ‘n nwy Dvn M
12 AINNWYN translates as ‘This is the day
Hashem has made, let us rejoice and be
glad on it’ There is, however, another
way of interpreting it, as ‘This is the day
Hashem has made, let us rejoice and be
glad because of it'. There is no truer verse
to encapsulate our joy and elation in cele-
brating 71 years of the State of Israel.

2019 also marks the 80th birthday of Bnei
Akiva UK. Anniversaries are a special time
to reflect on past success and to look to
the future with renewed vigour to achieve
even more. The past 80 years for BAUK
has seen so many amazing achievements.
As a Tnua, we now look to the future with
determination and passion to build a
Tnua that continues to fulfil our dreams
and the promises of its founders.

We hope you enjoy this very special

evening as we commemorate Yom Haz-
ikaron and celebrate Yom Ha'atzmaut
and BAUK's 80th birthday!

COMING UP...

- Join us tomorrow morning, Thursday 9th
May, at 8:00 am at the London Bayit for
Tefillat Chagigit followed by Breakfast!!

- Bogrim and Shevet Morasha are invited
to the annual BBQ from 6:00 pm at the
Herskovitz Home!! Mincha and Ma'ariv
included.

- Bnei Akiva is running peulot in schools
on Yom Ha'atzmaut! Look out for us in
King David Manchester, Sinai, JFS, Yavneh,
and Etgar!

- Join us on Yom Yerushalayim, Sunday
2nd June for a special Hachnasat Sefer
Torah parade at the London Bayit!

- Summer Machane!! And so much more!!

Chag Atzmaut Sameach!!



MORE THAN A
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HARRY SALTER
SHEVET EITAN

71 years ago, on the 5th lyar
5708, the modern-day miracle
of Yom Ha'atzmaut was actualised. Jews were finally
able to return to the promised land. Technological ad-
vances and success can be seen all over the world. The
advances in Torah learning, with thousands of men
and women learning Torah in the Land of Israel, bring
to life the prophecy in Isiah (2:3): P73 XYM 7930 7
YW MMW™MAT - “For Instruction shall come forth
from Zion, and the word of Hashem from Yerushalayim.”

However, as we know, the State of Israel was born out
of sacrifice and suffering. The sacrifices our ancestors
went through to enable us to appreciate the Land and
settle in our home cannot be underestimated.

This idea can be seen in the Chanukah and Purim sto-
ries as well. In both festivals, the few against the many,
the weak against the strong, rose up and defeated the
enemy. Self-sacrifice in order to establish nation-unity.
The blessing before the Chanukah candles and read-
ing the Megillah is: DD D12 INIARY DVY NYYY
M0 1912 - “who performed miracles for our forefathers
in those days, at this time.” The two festivals were creat-
ed by Chazal to commemorate the wonders and mir-
acles Hashem performed for our ancestors. Whether
the threat of the enemy was to physically harm us or
whether the threat involved a spiritual eradication, the
threat of existence was real until God intervened and
rescued the Jews.

However, the question arises as to why these two fes-
tivals are commemorated? Why do we not commemo-
rate other significant days?

The Gemara in Pesachim (117a) asks: “And this Hallel,
who initially mentioned it?” The Gemara answers: “The
Prophets among them established this Hallel for the Jew-
ish people, that they should recite it on every appropriate
occasion; and for every trouble, may it not come upon
them, they recite the supplications included in Hallel.
When they are redeemed, they recite it over their redemp-
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tion, as Hallel includes expressions of gratitude for the
redemption.”

Although we do not say Hallel on Purim (see Shul-
chan Aruch, Orach Chaim 693, Mishnah Berura 7), what
makes these two days so special for us to commemo-
rate them?

The Gemara in Ta'anit (17b-18b) speaks about the
times when Bnei Yisrael were saved from danger and,
as a result, are not allowed to eulogise or fast on these
days. Seemingly from this, being saved from a military
threat or the miracle itself does not constitute creating
aYom Tov.

When we consider the festival of Pesach, we can un-
derstand why we celebrate Purim and Chanukah.
These three festivals are not just commemorating
the miracles performed or strengthening the nation,
they also signal the increased relationship between
Hashem and the people. The Gemara in Megillah (14a)
discusses whether one should say Hallel on Purim to
commemorate the miracle of our salvation from anni-
hilation. Within this discussion, the Gemara concludes
that when the Jewish people reside in Israel, the Divine
Presence dwells with them and God Himself performs
miracles for them, thus deriving that one should say
Hallel for direct miracles from God.

Yom Ha'atzmaut is not just a day of commemoration
for the miracles performed by God, it is not just a day
to recognise nationhood, rather it is also a day to cele-
brate the increased Avodat Hashem.

When Hashem said to Moshe telling him to go to
Pharaoh to let the Jewish people go, the Torah says
(Shemot 7:26): “Send out My people that they may serve
me.” The exodus from Egypt was to enable the Jewish
people to serve Hashem in their Land, so too, the exo-
dus from the diaspora to the Land of Israel is to enable
the Jewish people to serve Hashem in their Land.

Yom Ha'atzmaut is a turning point in modern-Jewish
history, it enables us to serve Hashem to the best of
our ability. It is more than a day of commemoration of
miracles, it is a day to serve Hashem, appreciating how
the Land of Israel makes this possible.
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, What are you currently
doing in Israel?

I am currently living in Je-
rusalem and working at an educational tour-
ism company.

What inspired you to make Aliyah?

Growing up with Bnei Akiva, Aliyah has al-
ways been on my mind, something | would
like to do at some point. But there was one
event that really inspired me to make Aliyah.
When | was in Israel for a year with Torani at
Midreshet Harova, we went to Har Herzl on
Yom Hazikaron. Before we went, each per-
son was given the name of a soldier buried at
Har Herzl. With the name, we also received
information about the soldier, and it gave us
the opportunity to get to know these heroes.
Going to Har Herzl on Yom Hazikaron, seeing
how many people had sacrificed their lives
for the state of Israel really inspired me to
make Aliyah, they sacrificed so much for the
country. How could | not come and make my
life in Israel?

What has been the most challenging part
of making Aliyah?

In March there was a general election in Is-
rael, the last election in Israel was four years
ago. In Israel when there is an election it is
such an important day that everybody gets
the day off. So, | ended up doing a lot of re-
search weighing out the different options, the

pros and cons, discussing it with a lot of peo-
ple what they were going to do. Finally coming
up with a plan with what to do with my day off
in Israel as we really don't get them very of-
ten! But in all seriousness being able to vote
in an election in the state of Israel was one
of the best things | have had the opportunity
to do since making Aliyah, but having over 40
different parties to choose from made the de-
cision who to vote for way more challenging
then voting in the UK election.

What has been your most pleasant sur-
prise?

It's got to be meeting all the different peo-
ple in Israel. | know it is really cliché, but it
really does feel like one big family in Israel.
Everyone has each other's back and will do
anything to help you if you have a problem.
One such example is when | first moved into
my flat and bought all my electric applianc-
es from one shop, | asked the shopkeeper if |
could come over the next few days to pick up
the items because | didn't have a car. But in-
stead, he offered me a lift home, asked for my
radio music preferences, and got his assistant
to schlep the items up two flights of stairs in
the building!

What advice do you have for Chaverim in
the UK who want to make Aliyah?

On my first day of Ulpan, the first word that
they taught us was mYao - patience. It's really
something you have to learn, everything in Is-
rael takes time, but it always works out in the
end, usually better than you would expect.

DENA WAS CHINUCH WORKER 5777
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#4 What has been the
highlight of your
gap year so far?

My gap year has been full of amaz-
ing memories and experiences, but |
think one of my highlights has to be
the week that | spent at the Bnei Aki-
va Veida Olami. We met Chanichim
and Madrichim from all over the
world and whilst travelling to various
very interesting places and speakers
finding out about Zionism in this day
and age.

What are your plans for next year?
Why did you choose to do this?

| will be joining Midreshet Nishmat's
Shana Bet programme at the begin-
ning of next year until | draft into the
IDF. | chose to do this to spend as
much time as possible before join-
ing the army learning, and despite
being extremely scared for how a
North West London girl is going to
get through basic training, | am very
excited to face the new challenges
that the army will have to offer and
to meet Jews from all types of back-
grounds serving together.

What do you think you will miss
most about living in the UK?

One of the things that | will certain-
ly miss a lot about living in the UK
is the sense of unity that we have
amongst the Jewish community that
is slightly lacking in Israel. Having
such an amazing network of friends
and families that we see on a reg-
ular basis at shul and at communi-
ty events. As well as the Bnei Akiva
family that come together every
week for Sviva and having your
Shevet that you have been with for
years on Machanot is something
that it very hard to leave.

What are you most looking for-
ward to about life in Israel?

Aside from the amazing food and
weather... | am excited to a part of
the Jewish people writing the next
chapter of Jewish History in our
homeland. To be able to celebrate
all of the o»n with YRw> oy in IR
98’ (especially keeping one day!),
to be able to vote for Jewish auto-
nomic leadership in the Knesset
and to enjoy hiking across the land
that our forefathers walked in thou-
sands of years ago.
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There are endless things
to say about the miracle
of Jews returning to their
homeland after two millennia of exile, and the
seventy-one years of blessing that have passed
since then. Promises have been fulfilled, prophe-
cies come true every day. The desert is blooming,
the streets are full of children and old people, the
exiles are coming in on the wings of eagles (or at
least of jumbo jets). | feel so lucky to have been
born when | was, to have grown up with the Israe-
li state and to be able to visit there and, ultimately
to move there at my choice.

This year, we were even blessed to see a gener-
al election take place in Israel. Rav Milston, Rosh
Midrasha of Midreshet Harova, wrote to Bogrot
on the day it took place that the election sym-
bolised why, to him, Yom Ha'atzmaut is one of
the holiest days of the Jewish year. Most of the
dates in our calendar mark events of years gone
by; even on Pesach, when we are commanded to
see ourselves as experiencing liberation, we are
celebrating an event of the past and applying it
to today. But Yom Ha'atzmaut is here and now,
happening in front of our eyes. We are the direct
subjects of this festive day, and at moments like
a general election, we are active beyond our an-
cestors’ wildest dreams. Despite having spent
two months arguing about the vote choices, the
beauty was in the fact that today Am Yisrael has
a choice.

Just as this year, when | was in Sem four years
ago Israel was also going through an election, and
as always, the questions of security and the occu-
pied territories were vital. Discussing politics with
Torani in Rabin Square, Michael Rainsbury ex-
plained that there is no one opinion to hold to be

a ‘good’ BA member: there are Bogrim who want
to relinquish control of the West Bank, and Bog-
rim who would rather die. However, crucial to our
Bnei Akiva identity is recognising the importance
of the areas in the first place. It doesn't matter (to
the movement) our view as to what do with them
as long as we approach them from a place of love
and religious, cultural and national significance.

“For the sake of Tzion | will not be silent, and for the
sake of Jerusalem | shall not remain still, until her
righteousness shines out like the brightness of day
and her salvation burns bright as a torch” (Yishaya-
hu 62:1) In this pasuk from the Haftarah for Yom
Yerushalayim, I'm pretty sure that Yishayahu is
saying that he won't rest until God redeems the
city, but | think that it can also be read as that he
won't rest until he redeems it. I won't rest until |
redeem it. Because of our love for our holy land,
we will never stop trying to fix it and better it,
until we can hold it up as a beacon of goodness
in the world. That's how | see Zionism: acknowl-
edging the connection, and then the mission. Not
letting the closeness blind us to the problems, or
the problems blind us to the closeness. It doesn't
have to be one or the other, and it's totally pos-
sible to celebrate these milestones - like seven-
ty-one years of statehood - whilst also recognis-
ing how very far we have to go. But flaws don't
mean you shouldn't celebrate the triumphs, the
love and the significance.

I decided in 2015 to make Aliyah in 2019 because
| wanted to plan my part in the future of the Jew-
ish people. Now that the time has come around,
I'm terrified: to leave my family, to move across
the world, and to deal with all the many, many is-
sues of Israeli society. But I'm also excited beyond
measure, proud and humbled by my opportunity
to act.
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