
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

נֶּאֱמַר : א דוֹל הַזֶּה שֶּׁ ם הַגָּ צֻוִין עַל קִדּושׁ הַשֵּ ל מְׂ אֵּ רָּ ית יִשְׂ ל בֵּ נֵּי ( "ויקרא כב לב)כָּ תוֹךְ בְׂ תִי בְׂ דַּשְׁׂ נִקְׂ וְׂ

ל אֵּ רָּ נֶּאֱמַר ". יִשְׂ לוֹ שֶּׁ חַלְׂ ֹּא לְׂ ל רִין שֶּׁ הָּ שִׁי( "ויקרא כב לב)ומֻזְׂ דְׂ ם קָּ ת שֵּׁ לו אֶּ חַלְׂ ֹּא תְׂ ל יצַד". וְׂ ד . כֵּ יַעֲמֹּ שֶּׁ כְׂ

ר  נו יַעֲבֹּ גֶּ ה אוֹ יַהַרְׂ אֲמורוֹת בַתוֹרָּ וֹת הָּ ל מִצְׂ ר עַל אַחַת מִכָּ ל לַעֲבֹּ אֵּ רָּ ת יִשְׂ ס אֶּ יֶּאֱנֹּ בִים וְׂ ד כוֹכָּ אַל עוֹבֵּ וְׂ

רֵּ  וֹת יֵּהָּ נֶּאֱמַר בַמִצְׂ ם( "ויקרא יח ה)ג שֶּׁ הֶּ חַי בָּ ם וָּ דָּ אָּ ם הָּ ה אוֹתָּ ר יַעֲשֶּ ם". אֲשֶּׁ הֶּ יָּמות בָּ לֹּא שֶּׁ ם וְׂ הֶּ חַי בָּ . וָּ

שׁוֹ נַפְׂ חַיֵּב בְׂ י זֶּה מִתְׂ בַר הֲרֵּ ֹּא עָּ ל ת וְׂ אִם מֵּ  :וְׂ

1: It is mandatory upon the whole house of Israel to sanctify this Great Name, for it is said: 

"And I shall be sanctified among the children of Israel" (Lev. 22.32). They are also charged 

not to blaspheme Him, for it is said: "And ye shall not profane My holy Name” What is 

implied? Should a gentile arise and force a Jew to violate one of the Torah's commandments 

at the pain of death, he should violate the commandment rather than be killed, because 

[Leviticus 18:5] states concerning the mitzvot: "which a man will perform and live by 

them." [They were given so that] one may live by them and not die because of them. If a 

person dies rather than transgress, he is held accountable for his life. 
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A discussion on Kiddush Hashem based on Mishneh Torah 

5:1 

Some Interactive Resources: 
Youtube – Kiddush Hashem on the airplane 
Rav Yitzchak Oelbaum 
Youtube – Kiddush hashem – the ultimate trailer 

Some Textual Questions to ask Chanichim:  
What does the word “kedusha” actually mean? 
Why does the Rambam say “all the house of Israel”are obligated in this mitzvah? 
What does a name mean? What does it mean for Hashem to have a name? 
Some General Questions to ask Chanichim:  
Why is the idea of living by these mitzvoth such as a significant way to start this 
chapter on “Kiddush hashem”?  
What are our common misconceptions about the notion of Kiddush hashem? Based 
on this piece when do we use it in the wrong contexts? 
Does Hashem need us to sanctify his name? Doesn’t that limit God? 
Can you commit a chilul Hashem with no one watching? 
Some Personal Questions to ask Chanichim:  
Can you think of a time you have or seen someone else commit a chilul Hashem? 
Why do you think this sin is considered so bad in Jewish literature? 
How can we bring the concepts of Kiddush Hashem onto machane? 

 

Other sources and quotes to bring into discussion: 
Friday Night Kiddush:  
“Blessed are you, Hashem our G-d …. Who has sanctified us with his commandments”  
Yechezkel 20:23: 
Living outside of Israel is a desecration of g-ds name Ezikel 20:23  I will sanctify My great 
name which has been profaned among the nations—among whom you have caused it to 
be profaned. And the nations shall know that I am the LORD—declares the Lord GOD—
when I manifest My holiness before their eyes through you. 
Gemara Yoma:  
Only death can atone for Chilul Hashem. 
Rashi on parshat Kedoshim:  
“you shall live by them (the mitzvoth) – and not die by them.” 
Rabbi Sacks:  
Having chosen to identify His name with the people of Israel, God is, as it were, caught 
between the demands of justice on the one hand, and public perception on the other  
Colonel Richard Kemp (retired British army officer) Speaking at the UN:   
During operation cast lead the Israeli Defence Forces did more to defend the rights of 
civilians in the history of warfare"  
Board of Deputies Statistics: 
The amount of Jewish charities in Britain is 4.6% of all charities. For a population of Jews 
that is under 0.5% in the UK - NPC (A charity think tank and consultancy)  
 
 A related story: 

Rabbi Norman Lamm tells the amusing story of Mendel the waiter. When the news came through to 

a cruise liner about the daring Israeli raid on Entebbe in 1976, the passengers wanted to pay tribute, 

in some way, to Israel and the Jewish people. A search was made to see if there was a Jewish 

member of the G‑d trusted us enough to make us His ambassadorscrew. Only one could be found: 

Mendel the waiter. So, at a solemn ceremony, the captain on behalf of the passengers offered his 

congratulations to Mendel, who suddenly found himself elected de facto as the ambassador of the 

Jewish people. We are all, like it or not, ambassadors of the Jewish people, and how we live, behave 

and treat others reflects not only on us as individuals but on Jewry as a whole, and thus on Judaism 

and the G‑d of Israel. 

 

“Be not afraid of greatness. Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and others have 

greatness thrust upon them,” wrote Shakespeare in Twelfth Night. Throughout history, Jews have 

had greatness thrust upon them. As the late Milton Himmelfarb wrote: “The number of Jews in the 

world is smaller than a small statistical error in the Chinese census. Yet we remain bigger than our 

numbers. Big things seem to happen around us and to us.” 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 


