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 All recite or sing together:

 As for our brothers 
of the whole house of Israel 
who are in distress or captivity, 
on sea or land, 
may the All-Present have compassion on them 
and lead them from distress to relief, 
from darkness to light, 
and from oppression to freedom, 
now, swi ly and soon – 
and let us say:  Amen.

On th of Sivan  ( ), Rav Gustman passed away. ousands marched 
through the streets of Jerusalem accompanying Rav Gustman on his nal journey. 
As night fell, nine years a er Shlomo Aumann fell in ba le, Rav Gustman was buried 
on the Mount of Olives. I am sure that upon entering Heaven he was reunited with 
his wife, his teachers and his son Meir. I am also sure that Shlomo Aumann and all 
the other holy soldiers who died defending the People and the Land of Israel were 
there to greet this extraordinary Rabbi.

On th December , Professor Robert J Aumann was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Economics. He took with him to Stockholm memories of his late wife Esther, 
and his son Shlomo. I suspect he also took memories of his Rabbi, Rav Gustman.

Postscript:
e last time I saw Rav Gustman, I was walking in Jerusalem with my wife and old-

est son who was in a stroller. We saw the Rosh Yeshiva and greeted him. en I did 
something I rarely do: I asked him to bless my son. Rav Gustman looked at the tod-
dler, smiled and said, “May he be a boy like all the other boys.” At rst, my wife and 
I were stunned; what kind of blessing was this? We expected a blessing that the boy 
grow to be a tzaddik – a righteous man – or a Talmid Chacham – a Torah scholar. 

But he blessed him that he should be “like all the boys.” It took many years for this 
beautiful blessing to make sense to us. e blessing was that he should have a normal 
childhood, that he have a normal life. Looking back, I realise what a tremendous 
blessing Rav Gustman gave, and why.

Today, our sons are soldiers in combat units in the Israeli Defence Forces. I pray 
that they return home safely along with all their comrades, and live normal lives – 

“just like all the boys.” (Rabbi Ari D. Kahn)
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My Meir is a kadosh – he is holy – he and all the six million who perished are 
holy.”

Rav Gustman then added, “I will tell you what is transpiring now in the World 
of Truth – in Heaven. My Meir is welcoming your Shlomo into the minyan and is 
saying to him, “I died because I am a Jew – but I wasn’t able to save anyone. But you, 
Shlomo, you died defending the Jewish People and the Land of Israel”. My Meir is 
a kadosh, he is holy, but your Shlomo is a Shaliach Tzibbur (a prayer leader) n that 
holy, heavenly minyan.”

Rav Gustman continued, “I never had the opportunity to sit shiva for my Meir; 
let me sit here with you just a li le longer.” 

Professor Aumann replied, “I thought I could never be comforted, but Rabbi, you 
have comforted me.”

Rav Gustman did not allow his painful memories to control his life. And when a 
student implored Rav Gustman to share his memories of the ghe o and the war, the 
Rav replied, “I can’t, but I think about those shoes every day of my life. I see them 
every night before I go to sleep.”

He found solace in his students, his daughter, his grandchildren and in every 
Jewish child. He and his wife would a end an annual parade (on Yom Yerushalayim) 
where children would march in song and dance. A rabbi asked Rav Gustman why 
he spent his valuable time on such a frivolous activity. Rav Gustman explained, “We 
who saw a generation of children die, take pleasure in a generation of children who 
sing and dance in these streets.”
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e Torah scroll is held while the following two prayers are said. All stand.

 He who gives salvation to kings and dominion to princes, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom – may He bless

  ,  ,
,   ,

,   ,
    .

May the Supreme King of kings in His mercy preserve the Queen in life, 
guard her and deliver her from all trouble and sorrow. May He bless and 
protect Her Majesty’s Armed Forces. May He put a spirit of wisdom and 
understanding into her heart and into the hearts of all her counsellors, 
that they may uphold the peace of the realm, advance the welfare of the 
nation, and deal kindly and justly with all the house of Israel. In her days 
and in ours may our Heavenly Father spread the tabernacle of peace over 
all the dwellers on earth; and may the Redeemer come to Zion; and let 
us say: Amen.

 On Yom Hazikaron, Yom HaAtzma'ut and Yom Yerushalayim, many 
communities recite prayers for the welfare of the State of Israel and its Defence 

Forces. Please follow the instructions of your community's rabbi. 

         
     
  May He who blessed our fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, bless 

the State of Israel, its leaders and advisers, in the land which He swore 
unto our fathers to give us. Put into their hearts the love and fear of You 
to uphold it with justice and righteousness, and may we be worthy in our 

Take yourself back in time to the early th 
century . As the Babylonians ravaged 
the Land of Israel, Jerusalem appeared 
doomed. A sizeable number of Jews were 
already languishing in exile in Babylon.

For the rst time since escaping their 
Egyptian exile, large numbers of Jews had 
become subjects of a foreign ruler. Our 

HM Queen 
Eliz a beth II 
receiving 
the cre den-
tials of 
HE Am-
bas sa dor 
of Israel 
Daniel 
Taub
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 On  ,   and  , many communities recite 
prayers for the welfare of the State of Israel and its Defence Forces. 

Please follow the instructions of your community's rabbi. 

     ,      
      ,   ,
 ,        .  

        
It is told of Baron Nathaniel Rothschild ( - ) that, a er winning his ba le of 
many years to have the discriminatory restrictions placed on members of the Jew-
ish faith removed from the House of Lords, he slipped away from the hierarchy of 
Britain congratulating him on the achievement and was to be found prostrate in 
prayer in a small synagogue in the Whitechapel Ghe o of East London, his lips 
murmuring, “Would that this freedom shall not mean the diminution of our faith.” 
(Related by Rabbi Dr Yaacov Herzog, A People at Dwells Alone, p. )
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days to witness the ful lment of the words of Your servants, the proph-
ets: “For out of Zion shall go forth the Law and the word of the L  
from Jerusalem.” Heavenly Father: Remember the Israel Defence Forces, 
guardians of our Holy Land. Protect them from all distress and anguish, 
and send blessing and success to all the work of their hands. Grant peace 
in the Holy Land and everlasting happiness to all its inhabitants, so that 
Jacob shall again have peace and tranquillity, with none to make him 
afraid. Spread the tabernacle of Your peace over all the dwellers on earth. 
May this be Your will; and let us say: Amen.

        
e Leader says the following prayer:

  Heavenly Father, Israel’s Rock and Redeemer, bless the 
State of Israel, the rst owering of our redemption. Shield it under the 
wings of Your loving-kindness and spread over it the Tabernacle of Your 
peace. Send Your light and truth to its leaders, ministers and counsellors, 
and direct them with good counsel before You.

Is. 

Jer. 

to ‘pray for the welfare of the government, for if there was no fear of it, people would 
swallow each other alive’. In this context, Rabbi Chanina’s a rmation of Jeremiah’s 
dictum is particularly striking. Be er the rule of even a tyrannical government than 
a descent into anarchy.

Surprisingly, this prayer is not found in the Shulchan Aruch, the th century 
standard code of Jewish law. Perhaps even more surprisingly, the late British Chief 
Rabbi Dr Joseph Hertz noted that the earliest formalised version that we have of 
such a prayer approximating to our version, is from th century Worms, Germany.

Rabbi Hertz also explained that the standard British version of this prayer ap-
pears to have its roots in a text printed in , brought over by Spanish Jews who had 
been living in Amsterdam. In , the United Kingdom’s Chief Rabbinate modi ed 
the original prayer, forming the core of the text that we use today which ends with 
a universal message of peace for all. In , Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis expanded 
the prayer to include a request for the safety of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces. 

            
    

Chief Rabbi Sir Israel Brodie ( - ) was installed into o ce in June , 
shortly a er the declaration of the State of Israel. In early , as the Armistice 
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e   says the following prayer:
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primary religious leader at that time was Jeremiah, who remained in Israel, striving 
in vain to avert the coming destruction of the Temple. He knew that the Jews in 
Babylon were critical to the continued existence of Judaism. Residing within hostile 
territory, they needed guidance. Upon this backdrop, Jeremiah wrote a famous le er, 
chronicled in chapter  of the Book of Jeremiah.

In verse , Jeremiah said, “Seek the peace of the city to which I have exiled you 
and pray for it to God; through its peace, you will have peace.” is was a clear man-
date to pray for the welfare of the locality in which the Jews resided, as well as to 
making a positive contribution to its well-being. is was not a one-o  occurrence. 
In fact, during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, a er the Jews had returned to the 
Land of Israel, they continued to pray for their foreign rulers (see Ezra : ). Does 
Jeremiah’s dictum apply to all societies?

To answer this, let us move forward several hundred years, towards the end of the 
Second era (  ) and the Roman hegemony. Rabbi Chanina was the deputy High 
Priest in the twilight days of the Second Temple. He witnessed the bi er internal 
Jewish disputes about ghting Roman rule, as well as the brutal consequences of 
the decision to take up arms and the mass destruction carried out by the victorious 
Romans. Despite the brutality of the Romans, Rabbi Chanina taught in Pirkei Avot 
(Ethics of the Fathers : , see page  in the green Authorised Daily Prayer Book) 
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Strengthen the hands of the defenders of our Holy Land; grant them 
deliverance, our God, and crown them with the crown of victory. Grant 
peace in the land and everlasting joy to its inhabitants.

As for our brothers, the whole house of Israel, remember them in all the 
lands of our (In Israel say: their) dispersion, and swi ly lead us 
(In Israel say: them) upright to Zion Your city, and Jerusalem Your dwelling 
place, as is wri en in the Torah of Moses Your servant: “Even if you are 
sca ered to the furthermost lands under the heavens, from there the 
L  your God will gather you and take you back. e L  your God 
will bring you to the land your ancestors possessed and you will possess 
it; and He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your 
ancestors. en the L  your God will open up your heart and the heart 
of your descendants, to love the L  your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul, that you may live.”

Unite our hearts to love and revere Your name and observe all the words 
of Your Torah, and swi ly send us Your righteous anointed one of the 
house of David, to redeem those who long for Your salvation. 

Appear in Your glorious majesty over all the dwellers on earth, and let all 
who breathe declare: e L  God of Israel is King and His kingship 
has dominion over all. Amen, Selah.

Deut. 

eousness) which hark all the way back to Avraham (Abraham), as part of our petition 
for the State and its leaders. He also referenced Israel as a centre of Torah and a place 
of peace for all of its inhabitants. 

Unlike the Israeli prayer for the State composed by the then Ashkenazi Chief 
Rabbi Dr Isaac Herzog and the Nobel Prize-winning novelist Shai Agnon, Chief 
Rabbi Brodie did not refer to Israel as reishit tzemichat geulateinu, ‘the beginning of 
the owering of our redemption’. We can speculate as to why this was this case. Per-
haps he did not want to include a phrase which some of his constituents might not 
have agreed with. He may also have been mindful of the political situation in the 
UK at the time and felt it best to focus on biblical themes which were shared by 
non-Jews in the UK, avoiding any prayers which might have been perceived as con-
tentious politically or deleterious to the safety of the Jewish community in the UK at 
that time. 
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agreements between Israel and its 
neighbours took shape, Chief Rabbi 
Brodie composed the Prayer for 
Israel which is recited each Shabbat 
in communities around the United 
Kingdom and further a eld. 

An enthusiastic Zionist, Chief 
Rabbi Brodie was president of Brit-
ish Mizrachi and a uent Hebrew 
speaker who visited Israel o en and 
consulted with leading rabbinic scholars there. In this prayer, he focussed on the 
successful application of the biblical themes of mishpat (justice) and tzedaka (right-
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   ’     
e Leader says the following prayer:

  May He who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
bless the members of Israel’s Defence Forces and its security services who 
stand guard over our land and the cities of our God from the Lebanese 
border to the Egyptian desert, from the Mediterranean sea to the 
approach of the Aravah, and wherever else they are, on land, in air and at 
sea. May the L  make the enemies who rise against us be struck down 
before them. May the Holy One, blessed be He, protect and deliver them 
from all trouble and distress, a iction and illness, and send blessing and 
success to all the work of their hands. May He subdue our enemies under 
them and crown them with deliverance and victory. And may there be 
ful lled in them the verse, “It is the L  your God who goes with you to 

ght for you against your enemies, to deliver you.” And let us say: Amen.

       
If Israeli soldiers or civilians are being held in captivity, the Leader says the following:

  May He who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
Joseph, Moses and Aaron, David and Solomon, bless, protect and guard 
the members of Israel’s Defence Forces missing in action or held captive, 
and other captives among our brethren, the whole house of Israel, who 
are in distress or captivity, as we, the members of this holy congregation, 
pray on their behalf. May the Holy One, blessed be He, have compassion 
on them and bring them out from darkness and the shadow of death; may 
He break their bonds, deliver them from their distress, and bring them 
swi ly back to their families’ embrace. Give thanks to the L  for His 
loving-kindness and for the wonders He does for the children of men; 
and may there be ful lled in them the verse: “ ose redeemed by the 
L  will return; they will enter Zion with singing, and everlasting joy 
will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow 
and sighing will ee away.” And let us say: Amen.

 

In some communities, all recite the following in unison 
on Yom HaAtzma’ut and Yom Yerushalayim. 

 May He who performed miracles for our ancestors and redeemed 
them from slavery to freedom, redeem us soon, and gather in our dispersed 
people from the four quarters of the earth, so that all Israel may be united 
in friendship, and let us say: Amen.

Deut. 

Ps. 

Is. 
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In some communities, all recite the following in unison 
on   and  . 
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   God, full of mercy, who dwells on high, grant t-

ting rest on the wings of the Divine Presence, in the heights of 
the holy, the pure and the brave, who shine like the radiance of 

time of Bar Kochba and Rabbi Akiva, our ancient warriors. Many people liked the 
idea of that date, but on second thought I decided to oppose it, because Lag BaOmer 
is always thirteen days a er Independence Day and is considered a day of joy. From 
Pesach until Lag BaOmer there are no weddings and religious Jews do not cut their 
hair, and on Lag BaOmer haircuts are allowed and there are many weddings. I felt 
that it would be inappropriate to take a day of joy and turn it into a day of mourning. 

e next date suggested was Tisha B’Av, but that date was ruled out, too, because 
we did not want to combine a day that marks the destruction of the Temple with a 
day commemorating the fall of lsrael’s heroes. ese were two completely di erent 
subjects and we did not feel right to combine them.

I thought about making a connection between our fallen soldiers and the Ten 
Martyrs, but Rabbi Akiva was executed on Yom Kippur, so that would not work out 
either. us, we had so many discussions of so many dates that almost a year had 
gone by since the declaration of the state and we still had not set a date for Memorial 
Day. ousands of soldiers had fallen in the War of Independence and in all the bat-
tles connected with Israel’s liberation; soon we would be celebrating Independence 
Day and we still had not yet set a date for Memorial Day for the soldiers.

ree days before the rst anniversary of Independence Day, I held an urgent 
meeting with Chief of Sta  Yigael Yadin and told him that I had decided to set the 
day before Independence Days Memorial Day, simply because we had no other op-
tions. At that time, I thought this would be a temporary date, until we decided on 
a di erent one. I asked Yadin to issue an order to the soldiers to this e ect. About 
an hour later the order was dra ed and ready, and I took it from the Chief of Sta  
and ran to the Israel Radio studio, so that the order could be broadcast. I was very 

surprised to nd the studio empty, and the 
receptionist who was there told me that 
there was no one there to read out the an-
nouncement, and that they would only be 
arriving in a few hours.

l immediately phoned my o ce. My 
brother-in-law, Rabbi Shaar Yashuv Cohen, 
who was the rabbi of the Air Force, just 
happened to be there. I asked him to come 

Chief 
Rabbi 
Goren 
reciting 
Kaddish 
next to 
co ns 
containing 
remains of 
two Israeli 
pilots shot 
down in 
the Six 
Day War
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Rabbi Shlomo Goren Rabbi Shlomo Goren 
explains the background to explains the background to 
the date of Yom HaZikaron.the date of Yom HaZikaron.

Today, we take it for granted that Israel’s Memo-
rial Day and Independence Day are side by side on 
the calendar. I would like to tell you how this hap-
pened and how the two days were brought together. 

roughout , the rst year a er Israel’s estab-
lishment, I was busy dealing with the many fallen 
soldiers, crossing enemy lines and bringing back 

nearly two thousand soldiers whose bones had been sca ered among the hills and 
had not been buried.

roughout that year, we had many discussions and debates concerning the set-
ting of a date for Memorial Day for our fallen soldiers, who had given their lives 
for Israel’s independence. We searched for a suitable date that would be appropriate 
for remembering all the fallen. Our discussions were coordinated with the Defence 
Ministry’s Department of Families and Commemoration. At rst, we thought Lag 
BaOmer would be appropriate, because it is a day that symbolises Israel’s wars in the 

      

     
     ,   ,   
   ,     ,  

were embarking on was not good for Jews or Germans, and to the Jews he warned that 
something terrible was brewing, and they would do well to leave Germany. My grandfa-
ther ed Germany in , and moved to Israel. His community came to the train station 
to see him o , and before departed he urged his people to ee Germany while there’s still 
time.”

e couple’s prescience saved an entire community; only eight of the ve hundred 
Jews perished in the Holocaust, with the rest eeing before the systematic slaugh-
ter began. Today, Yehudah Mansbuch lives in Haifa, Israel, with his family. Each 
Chanukah, Yad Vashem returns the now famous menorah to the family, who light 
the candles for eight nights before returning the piece of history back to the Holo-
caust trust. (Source: www.rarehistoricalphotos.com/menorah-de es-nazi- ag/.com )

   ,   

        ,  
    

“Military cemeteries in every corner of the world are silent testimony to the failure 
of national leaders to sanctify human life.” (Yitzchak Rabin, Nobel Peace Prize lecture, 

 October )
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heaven, to the souls of the holy ones who fought in any of Israel’s 
ba les, in clandestine operations, and in Israel’s Defence Forces; 
who fell in ba le, in terrorist atrocities, and who sacri ced their 
lives for the consecration of God’s name, for the people and the 
land, and for this we pray for the ascent of their souls. erefore, 
Master of compassion, shelter them in the shadow of Your wings 
forever, and bind their souls in the bond of everlasting life. e 

set the date for the funeral for Tel Hai Day, Adar  , 
 February . is day symbolised the continuation 

of Jewish heroism since the First Aliya to Eretz Yisrael, 
from the ba les at Tel Hai to those very days of the War 
of Independence. A single long chain of heroism and 
self-sacri ce stretches throughout our history. Adar  
was also the rst anniversary of the conquest of Eilat, 
which had taken place on Adar ,  ( ). ose 
siege breakers symbolised the greatest dedication to the 
defence of Jerusalem. 

e fact that life continued on in Jerusalem and the 
city did not surrender was only thanks to the courage 
of the siege breakers who devoted their lives to bring-

ing supplies, weapons, and ammunition to Jeru salem. Without them, who knows if 
Jerusalem would have remained in our hands, and what would have happened, God 
forbid, to the hundred thousand Jews who lived there throughout the siege?

It is no secret that the commanders in the national headquarters in Tel Aviv 
feared that Jerusalem was lost and would have to surrender. I have already men-
tioned that all the Zionist leaders in Jerusalem, in-
cluding the religious Zionist leaders – whose loy-
alty and devotion to the holy city of Jerusalem was 
unquestionable – had signed a petition to the  
demanding the halting of the war and the transfer 
of control over Jerusalem to an international body 
because they feared the city would not be able to 
withstand the Arab assaults. 

On the last day of the ghting before the rst 
truce, immediately a er Shavuot in , there 
remained just one sack of our in the entire city. 

en the truce and the cease re were declared and 
the road was opened, and food and other supplies 
were brought to Jerusalem.

A convoy 
which 
broke the 
siege and 
entered 
Jerusalem

Rationed 
water 
being 
distrib-
uted in 
Jerusalem
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right away to our o ce, which at that time was still in Ramat Gan where Ben-Gurion 
had his headquarters during the War of Independence. He arrived, and the techni-
cian operated the broadcasting equipment while he read the order. It was a surprise 
for everyone, but that’s how the date of Memorial Day for Israel’s Fallen Soldiers was 
announced.

e following morning I went to see the Chief of Sta . I asked him to notify the 
person in charge of the sirens to sound the “all clear” siren and to issue a notice that 
the siren was in honour of our fallen. at was the rst time we held Memorial Day 
ceremonies – in , on the day before Independence Day, and that is the story of 
how Memorial Day was connected to Independence Day, and the reason for the 
sounding of the siren on Memorial Day.

At that time I felt it was justi ed. To me, it was just like what we do on Simchat 
Torah (which is combined with Shemini Atzeret in Israel) – rst we dance and 
rejoice, and then stop all at once and say Yizkor in memory of those who are no 
longer with us. I thought that just as we can shi  between mourning and joy and 
connect them to one another on Simchat Torah, we should be able to do the same 
with Memorial Day and Independence Day. At that time, I had no idea that this for-
mat would become permanent, as part of the o cial Israeli calendar. (Rabbi Shlomo 
Goren, With Might and Strength, p. - )

Rabbi Goren, in his Rabbi Goren, in his 
capacity as Chief capacity as Chief 
Rabbi of the Israel Rabbi of the Israel 
Defence Forces, de-Defence Forces, de-
scribes the burials of scribes the burials of 
soldiers and civilians soldiers and civilians 
who died ghting for who died ghting for 
and defending Jerusa-and defending Jerusa-
lem during the bitter lem during the bitter 
siege of the 1948 War siege of the 1948 War 
of Independence.of Independence.

e funeral for those who 
fell in combat trying to break 
through the siege of Jerusa-
lem – the brave ghters whose 
remains we had collected from 
the hillsides and the ravines, in 
the Latrun area and the Arab 
village of Yalu and all along 
the road from Shaar HaGai 
towards Jerusalem – was at-
tended by tens of thousands 
from all over the country. We 

IDF 
soldier, 

Jerusalem 
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L  is their heritage; may the Garden of Eden be their resting 
place, may they rest in peace, may their merit stand for all Israel, 
and may they receive their reward at the End of Days, and let us 
say: Amen.

tapped to take his place as rabbi of Shnipishok and to take his seat on the court. Rav 
Gustman claimed that he was simply “in the right place at the right time”.

During the war, Vilna was obliterated but Rav Gustman escaped. He hid among 
corpses, in forests and in caves for many long months. According to his own account 
he faced death over  times but somehow survived.

For me, Rav Gustman was the living link to the Jewish world destroyed by the 
Nazis. I never had to wonder what a Rav in Vilna before the war looked like, for I had 
seen Rav Gustman,  years a er the war. He headed a small yeshiva in the Rechavia 
section of Jerusalem, where he taught every day. But on ursdays at noon, the study 
hall would ll to capacity: Rabbis, intellectuals, religious court judges, a Supreme 
Court justice and various professors would join – all who sought a high level Talmud 
shiur that o ered a taste of what had once been. When Rav Gustman gave a shiur, 
Vilna was once again alive and vibrant. 

One of the regular participants was a professor at the Hebrew University, Robert 
J (Yisrael) Aumann. Once a promising yeshiva student, he had decided to pursue a 
career in academia, but made his weekly participation in Rav Gustman’s shiur part 
of his schedule.

In , Israel was at war. Among those called to duty was a reserve soldier, who 
made his living as a high school teacher: Shlomo Aumann, Professor Aumann’s son. 
On the eve of the th of Sivan, in particularly erce combat, Shlomo fell in ba le.

Rav Gustman mobilised his yeshiva: all of his students joined him in performing 
the mitzva of burying the dead. At the cemetery, Rav Gustman was agitated. He 
surveyed the rows of graves of the young men, soldiers who died defending the Land. 
On the way back from the cemetery, Rav Gustman turned to a passenger in the car 
and said, “ ey are all holy. Every single one of them.” He then turned to the driver 
and said, “Take me to Professor Aumann’s home.”

e family had just returned from the cemetery and would now begin the week 
of shiva – mourning. (Shlomo was married and had one child. His widow, Shlomit, 
gave birth to their second daughter shortly a er he was killed.)

Rav Gustman entered and sat next to Professor Aumann, who said: “Rabbi, I 
so appreciate your coming to the cemetery, but now is time for you to return to 
your Yeshiva”. Rav Gustman responded and said, “I am sure that you don’t know this, 
but I had a son named Meir. He was a beautiful child. He was taken from my arms 
and executed in front of me by the Nazis. I later bartered my child’s shoes so that 
we would have food, but I was never able to eat the food – I gave it away to others. 
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e residents of Jerusalem have a special 
place in their hearts for the siege breakers and 
feel deep gratitude towards them. For this 
reason, we held a large, o cial state funeral 
that was a ended by most of the cabinet 
ministers, the chief of sta , and members of 
the general sta . (Rabbi Shlomo Goren, With 
Might and Strength, p. - )

We close this section of this Mach-We close this section of this Mach-
zor with the story of an unassum-zor with the story of an unassum-
ing, outstanding rabbinic scholar ing, outstanding rabbinic scholar 
and a Nobel Prize–winning pro-and a Nobel Prize–winning pro-
fessor. They both display a great-fessor. They both display a great-
ness of the human spirit which, ness of the human spirit which, 
even more remarkably given the even more remarkably given the 
tragedies they experienced, dem-tragedies they experienced, dem-
onstrates the incredible hope for a onstrates the incredible hope for a 
better future which is part of both better future which is part of both 
Judaism and the State of Israel, a Judaism and the State of Israel, a 
powerful message for the days powerful message for the days 
this machzor commemorates.this machzor commemorates.

    
Many years ago when I was a young yeshiva 
student I had the opportunity to study with 
one of the great rabbis of the previous gener-
ation. His name was Rav Yisrael Zeev Gust-
man and he was one of the rabbinic sages 
of the th century. He was certainly the 
greatest “unknown” rabbi, as he fastidiously 
avoided the limelight.

His meteoric rise to the exalted position 
of religious judge in the Rabbinical Court 
of Vilna at the age of  was the stu  of leg-
end – but, nonetheless, fact. Many years later, 
I heard Rav Gustman’s own modest version 
of the events leading to this appointment: a 

singular (brilliant) insight which he shared with his fellow students was later repeat-
ed to the visiting Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski*, who invited the young student to 
repeat this same insight the following day in his o ce in Vilna. Unbeknownst to Rav 
Gustman, the insight clinched an argument in a complex case that had been debated 
among the judges in Rav Chaim Ozer’s court – and allowed a woman to remarry.

One of the judges adjudicating the case in question, Rabbi Meir Bassin, made 
inquiries about this young man, and soon a marriage was arranged with his daughter 
Sarah. When Rabbi Bassin passed away before the wedding, Rabbi Gustman was 

 * A brilliant rabbinic scholar, leader and rabbi of Vilna ( - ).

Central 
Jerusalem 
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  Hallel

(  

On Yom HaAtzma’ut and Yom Yerushalayim, Hallel is recited. 
Some communities include the berachot at the start and end of Hallel, whilst 

others do not, re ecting the di ering views of rabbinic authorities on this 
question. Each community should follow the instructions of its rabbi.

Blessed are You, L  our God, King of the Universe, 
who has made us holy through His commandments 
and has commanded us to recite the Hallel).

 Halleluya! Servants of the L , give praise; praise the 
name of the L . Blessed be the name of the L  now and 
for evermore. From the rising of the sun to its se ing, may the 
L ’s name be praised. High is the L  above all nations; His 
glory is above the heavens. Who is like the L  our God, who 
sits enthroned so high, yet turns so low to see the heavens and the 
earth?  He raises the poor from the dust and the needy from the 
refuse heap, giving them a place alongside princes, the princes 

Ps. 

at every trouble – may it not come to them! – and when they are redeemed, they 
recite it in thanks for their delivery” (Pesachim a). at is why we say it on Yom 
HaAtzma’ut and Yom Yerushalayim, the two most transformative events of modern 
Jewish history, in the faith that it is not human beings alone who shape the destiny of 
our people, but God working in and through His children.

Because of its association with history, Hallel is not said on Rosh HaShana or 
Yom Kippur, days dedicated less to national remembrance than to judgement, re-
pentance and forgiveness.

 
He raises the poor om the dust 
A verse reminiscent of Hannah’s prayer a er the birth of her child (  Sam. : ). e 
religions of the ancient world were deeply conservative, designed to vindicate and 
perpetuate hierarchies of power. Judaism, believing that human dignity is the pre-
rogative of everyone, was an ongoing protest against such inequalities. God’s great-
ness is evident in the fact that He can li  the poor and the needy to a place of honour 
alongside princes.

One day, and for days therea er in the Kovno Ghe o during World War Two, the 
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(Commentaries by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks)
Psalms –  – known as the Egyptian 
Hallel because of the reference in the sec-
ond paragraph to the exodus from Egypt – 
are among the earliest prayers wri en to 
be recited in the Temple on days of na-
tional celebration. ey were sung as 
accompaniment to the Paschal sacri ce, 
and early rabbinic sources suggest that they were said on the pilgrimage festivals: 
Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot.

By the Talmudic era, a shortened form (known as “Half Hallel ”) was in use for 
Rosh Chodesh and the last six days of Pesach. e Full Hallel was not said on Rosh 
Chodesh, because it is not a full festival, and on the last days of Pesach because (a) the 
main event of the exodus took place on the rst day, and (b) the miracle of the sev-
enth day, the division of the Reed Sea, involved su ering for the Egyptians. Accord-
ing to the Talmud (Megilla b; Sanhedrin b), when the angels wished to sing the 
Song at the Sea, God refused, saying: “Shall you sing a song while My creatures are 
drowning in the sea?”

Hallel is a choral symphony of faith in the presence of God in history. e sages 
said that the prophets “enacted that the Israelites should recite it at every epoch and 

e Bnei 
Akiva 

Yom Ha-
Atzma’ut 
service at 
Finchley 

Syn a gogue, 
London
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of His people. He makes the woman in a childless house a happy 
mother of children. Halleluya!

 When Israel came out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from 
a people of foreign tongue, Judah became His sanctuary, Israel 
His dominion. e sea saw and ed; the Jordan turned back. e 
mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs.  Why was it, sea, 
that you ed? Jordan, why did you turn back? Why, mountains, did 
you skip like rams, and you, hills, like lambs? It was at the presence 
of the L , Creator of the earth, at the presence of the God of 
Jacob, who turned the rock into a pool of water, int into a owing 
spring.

  Not to us, L , not to us, but to Your name give glory, for 
Your love, for Your faithfulness. Why should the nations say, “Where 
now is their God?” Our God is in heaven; whatever He wills He 
does. eir idols are silver and gold, made by human hands. ey 
have mouths but cannot speak; eyes but cannot see. ey have ears 
but cannot hear; noses but cannot smell. ey have hands but can-
not feel; feet but cannot walk. No sound comes from their throat. 

ose who make them become like them; so will all who trust in 

Ps. 

Ps. 

let the enemy see that despite the fact that they work us like slaves, we are still free, 
free to do mitzvot, and free to serve our Creator.” (Adapted extract om Responsa Mi 
Ma’amakim III:  by Rabbi Ephraim Oshry, cited by Rabbi Dr Jay Goldmintz, e Koren 
Ani Te lla Weekday Siddur, p. )

 
When Israel came out of Egypt 
A lyrical account of how nature itself trembled and rejoiced 
at the exodus, when the supreme Power intervened to res-
cue the powerless.

 
ose who make them become like them 

Worshipping impersonal objects or forces eventually dehu-
manises a culture and those who are part of it. Whether what 

Sa’ar 
Waterfall, 
Golan 
Heights
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chazan Rabbi Avraham Yosef led the prayers. When he got to the blessing of shelo 
asani aved, praising God for not having made him a slave, he cried aloud to God in 
a bi er voice:

“How can I recite this blessing to You when we are imprisoned in this way? How 
can I, a slave, recite the blessing of a free man, when death hangs over me, when I 
have no bread to eat? How can I recite the blessing ‘who did not make me a slave’? 
I would be making fun of God were I to say it! My mouth and my heart would not 
be in accord.”

Rabbi Ephraim Oshry ( - ), who served heroically as a rabbi in that Ghe o, 
replied that the blessing is a reference to the fact that in some circumstances, a slave 
would not permi ed to do mitzvot; that is why one thanks God, for the opportunity 
to do more mitzvot than others may be obligated to do. e blessing is not about 
physical slavery at all but about spirituality. 

“Heaven forbid that one should stop saying this blessing! Let us be reminded and 
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them.  Israel, trust in the L  – He is their Help and their Shield. 
House of Aaron, trust in the L  – He is their Help and their 
Shield. You who fear the Lord, trust in the L  – He is their Help 
and their Shield.

  e L  remembers us and will bless us. He will bless 
the house of Israel. He will bless the house of Aaron. He will bless 
those who fear the L , small and great alike. May the L  give 
you increase: you and your children. May you be blessed by the 
L , Maker of heaven and earth.  e heavens are the L ’s, 
but the earth He has given over to mankind. It is not the dead who 
praise the L , nor those who go down to the silent grave. But 
we will bless the L , now and for ever. Halleluya!

 I love the Lord, for He hears my voice, my pleas. He turns His 
ear to me whenever I call. e bonds of death encompassed me, the 
anguish of the grave came upon me, I was overcome by trouble and 
sorrow. en I called on the name of the L : “L , I pray, save my 
life.” Gracious is the L , and righteous; our God is full of compas-
sion. e L  protects the simple hearted. When I was brought low, 

Ps. 

Ps. 

religion, the home of prophecy, the sacred fountain of the word of God, has remained 
the very emblem of the deathlessness of the spirit. A score of conquerors have held 
it as their choicest prize; and more than a dozen times it has been u erly destroyed. 

e Babylonians burnt it, and deported its population; the Romans slew a million 
of its inhabitants, razed it to the ground, passed the ploughshare over it, and strewed 
its furrows with salt; Hadrian banished its very name from the lips of men, changed 
it to “Aelia Capitolina”, and prohibited any Jew from entering its precincts on pain of 
death. Persians and Arabs, Barbarians and Crusaders and Turks, took it and retook 
it, ravaged it and burnt it; and yet, marvellous to relate, it ever rises from its ashes to 
renewed life and glory. It is the Eternal City of the Eternal People (Chief Rabbi Dr 
J. H. Hertz, commentary to the Prayer Book, p. )

I love the L  
is and the next paragraph form a single psalm. e psalmist turns from the col-

lective to the individual. God has saved him from crisis and he gives public voice to 
his thanks. is prayer was included in Hallel because it spoke to the many among 
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is worshipped is an icon, a ruler, a race or a political ideology, the nal outcome is 
the sacri ce of human lives on the altar of high, yet imperfect, ideals. Idolatry is the 
worship of the part instead of the whole, one aspect of the universe in place of the 
Creator of all who transcends all.

You who fear the L  
is may refer to converts to Judaism (Rashi), or God-fearers among the nations 

(Ibn Ezra).

But the earth He has given over to mankind 
“Given over” rather than “given”: placed in the guardianship of mankind. We do not 
own the earth; we hold it in trust from God and there are conditions to that trust, 
namely that we respect the earth’s integrity and the dignity of the human person; in 
short, that we honour God’s laws.

 
Jerusalem has been preserved and shall be preserved. Jerusalem, the hearth of pure 
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He saved me. My soul, be at peace once more, for the L  has been 
good to you. For You have rescued me from death, my eyes from weep-
ing, my feet from stumbling.  I shall walk in the presence of the L  
in the land of the living. I had faith, even when I said, “I am greatly 
a icted,” even when I said rashly, “All men are liars.”

 How can I repay the L  for all His goodness to me? 
I will li  the cup of salvation and call on the name of the L . I 
will ful l my vows to the L  in the presence of all His people. 
Grievous in the L ’s sight is the death of His devoted ones. 
Truly, L , I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your 
maidservant. You set me free from my chains.  To You I shall bring 
a thanksgiving-o ering and call on the L  by name. I will ful l 
my vows to the L  in the presence of all His people, in the courts 
of the House of the L , in your midst, Jerusalem. Halleluya.

 Praise the Lord, all nations; acclaim Him, all you peoples; 
for His loving-kindness to us is strong, 

and the L ’s faithfulness is everlasting. 
Halleluya.

Ps. 

Ps. 

in thanks to God. Grievous in the Lord’s sight is the death of His devoted ones: this is 
Rashi’s understanding of the text; others translate it as “Precious in the L ’s sight.” 
God does not wish His devoted ones to die. As the previous two paragraphs have 
made clear, God is the God of life; only idolatrous cultures worship death.

e son of Your maidservant: 
Serving You comes naturally because my mother did likewise (Radak). A father 
teaches us “the discipline of thought as well as the discipline of action”; a mother 
teaches us the “living experience” of the commandments, their “ avour, scent and 
warmth.” From her we learn “to feel the presence of the Almighty.” “ e fathers knew 
much about the Shabbat; the mothers lived the Shabbat, experienced her presence, 
and perceived her beauty and splendour” (Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik).

 
Praise the L , all nations 

e shortest of all the psalms, a mere two verses. e psalmist speaks of the universal 
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the pilgrims to Jerusalem who had vowed to bring thanksgiving-o erings, as is clear 
from the next paragraph. e juxtaposition of the individual and the collective is a 
signi cant feature of biblical texts generally. e Hebrew prophets and poets never 
saw the nation as an abstraction and the people an amorphous mass. e individual 
never loses his or her signi cance even in the presence of vast gatherings. Even when I 
said rashly, “All men are liars”: the commentators relate this to King David who, when 
forced to ee from Saul, felt betrayed by everyone. Alternatively: “Even when I was 

eeing for my life, I knew that those [who preached despair] were false” (Radak).

How can I repay? A rhetorical question 
We can never repay God’s kindnesses to us. All that we have is His. e very fact that 
we exist is due to His creative love. All we can do is express our thanks. 

I will li  the cup of salvation 
A reference to the wine-libation accompanying a thanksgiving-o ering (Rashi). 
Alternatively, I will hold a feast of thanksgiving at which I will raise a glass of wine 
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e following verses are chanted by the Leader.
At the end of each verse, the congregation responds, “ ank the L  

for He is good; His loving-kindness is for ever.” 

 ank the Lord for He is good; His loving-kindness is for ever.
Let Israel say His loving-kindness is for ever.
Let the house of Aaron say His loving-kindness is for ever.
Let those who fear the L  say His loving-kindness is for ever.

 In my distress I called on the L . e L  answered me and 
set me free. e L  is with me; I will not be afraid. What can man do to 
me? e L  is with me. He is my Helper. I will see the downfall of my 
enemies. It is be er to take refuge in the L  than to trust in man. It is 
be er to take refuge in the L  than to trust in princes. e nations all 
surrounded me, but in the L ’s name I drove them o . ey surrounded 
me on every side, but in the L ’s name I drove them o . ey sur-
rounded me like bees, they a acked me as re a acks brushwood, but in 
the L ’s name I drove them o . ey thrust so hard against me, I nearly 
fell, but the L  came to my help. e Lord is my strength and my song; 

Ps. 

In 1988, Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau In 1988, Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau 
was asked to lead the rst March of was asked to lead the rst March of 
the Living. In these recollections, he the Living. In these recollections, he 
re ects on the links between the re ects on the links between the 
days commemorated in this Machzor days commemorated in this Machzor 
and quotes Psalm 118, part of Hallel. and quotes Psalm 118, part of Hallel. 

All together, we numbered about a thou-
sand people, all wearing blue and white – 
youngsters, adults, and elderly Holocaust 
survivors, including Yechiel Reichman of 
Montevideo, a witness at the Demjanjuk 
trial, and Chaim Basok, a partisan and 

ghter in the Vilna ghe o.
In one row, I saw a young man wrapped 

in his tallis, and as he came closer, I saw that it was yellowed with age. I signalled for 
him to approach, and asked for his name and hometown. “I’m Mendel Kaplan, from 
Cape Town, South Africa,” he answered. Later he became chairman of the World 
Jewish Congress. I asked why he had wrapped himself in that tallis. “My father was 
born in Lithuania, “he replied, “not far from here. My father le  me with nothing 
but this tallis and his te llin. He told me, ‘No ma er where you go, don’t forget that 
you’re a Jew.’ is is not the proper time of day to lay te llin, but I feel an obligation 
to my father to wrap myself in his tallis in this awful place. I have the feeling that my 
father is proud, that he knows that with this tallis, I am demonstrating the continuity 
of Jewish existence.”

We arrived in Auschwitz on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day),  
–Nisan  (April , ). Snow was falling. Just as we heard the blast of the shofar 
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signi cance of Israel’s history. It is not Israel alone, but all the nations, who will see 
in the story of this people, something beyond mere history. “ e Jew is the emblem 
of eternity. He who neither slaughter nor torture of thousands of years could destroy, 
he who neither re nor sword nor inquisition was able to wipe o  the face of the 
earth, he who was the rst to produce the oracles of God, who has been for so long 
the guardian of prophecy and transmi ed it to the rest of the world – such a nation 
cannot be destroyed. e Jew is everlasting as eternity itself ” (Tolstoy).

 
ank the L  for He is good
is verse was rst recited by King David when he brought the Ark to Jerusalem 

(  Chr. : ).

In my distress…set me ee 
e terms mean, respectively, “straits, con ned space” and “broad space, expanse.” 
e psalmist writes that he felt hemmed in by enemies; his eventual victory brings a 

sense of spaciousness and freedom. 

e L  is my strength and my song 
A quotation from Shirat HaYam (Ex. : ); it also appears in Isaiah : . 
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He has become my salvation. Sounds of song and salvation resound 
in the tents of the righteous: “ e L ’s right hand has done mighty 
deeds. e L ’s right hand is li ed high. e L ’s right hand has 
done mighty deeds.” I will not die but live, and tell what the L  has 
done. e L  has chastened me severely, but He has not given me 
over to death.  Open for me the gates of righteousness that I may enter 
them and thank the L . is is the gateway to the L ; through it, 
the righteous shall enter.

 I will thank You, for You answered me, and became my salvation.
I will thank You, for You answered me, and became my salvation.

e stone the builders rejected has become the main cornerstone.
e stone the builders rejected has become the main cornerstone.

is is the L ’s doing. It is wondrous in our eyes.
is is the L ’s doing. It is wondrous in our eyes.

is is the day the L  has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
is is the day the L  has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

speak about the place where we stand as the Jewish people’s largest cemetery. I 
remind the youth that the duration of the March of the Living continues through 
Israel’s Memorial Day for fallen soldiers and its Independence Day. When we return 
to Jerusalem, I tell them to kiss the ground. ose who go on to Israel from Poland no 
longer have any doubt in their minds about our right to our own homeland. As we sing 
in Lecha Dodi. Arise and depart om the midst of the turmoil / Long enough have you sat 
in the valley of tears. From my experience and observation, the Jews who come from 
other countries around the world to participate in the March of the Living return from 
it with a deeper commitment to Israel, while the Israelis go home more conscious of 
their Jewish identity. (Extracts om Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, Out of the Depths, p. - )

Open for me the gates of righteousness 
A reference to the gates of the Temple.

I will thank You 
is and the next eight verses, the last of Psalm , are repeated. Litany – a prayer in 

which the Leader says a verse or phrase and the congregation responds – was an as-
pect of worship in the Temple, and is developed most fully in the hakafot, processions 
around the synagogue, on Sukkot. 

e stone the builders rejected 
is is a reference to the people of Israel. Two of the rst references to Israel in 
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at the entrance gate, the snow stopped falling and the sun peeked out. When Benjamin 
Muller began the ceremony by chanting El Maleh Rachamim, the snow began to fall 
once more. Sunshine and snow mingled together, as if the sky were weeping along 
with us. I went up to the microphone and read from Psalms: I shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the Lord. God has chastised me, but He has not delivered me to 
death… For thou hast delivered my soul om death, mine eyes om tears, and my feet 

om falling. I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. (Psalm )
From the corner of my eye, I noticed some eleventh-grade girls taking head cov-

erings and scarves out of their backpacks and covering their heads. ey sensed that 
this was a prayer and thought they were doing the right thing by donning a head 
covering. Since they were not yet married, this obligation did not apply to them, but 
I appreciated the emotional power of their spontaneous gesture.

Elie Wiesel led the a ernoon service in the Vizhnitz style, as he had learned 
growing up in Sighetu (present-day Sighetu Marmatiei, Romania). We lit six torches 
in memory of the victims and ended the ceremony by singing the traditional Ani 
Ma’amin (“I believe in the coming of the Messiah”) prayer and “HaTikva,” Israel’s 
national anthem.

Since then, I have participated in and led several Marches of the Living. I always 
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Leader followed by congregation:

  L , please, save us.
L , please, save us.
L , please, grant us success.
L , please, grant us success.

 Blessed is one who comes in the name of the L ; 
we bless you from the House of the L .
Blessed is one who comes in the name of the L ; 
we bless you from the House of the L .

e L  is God; He has given us light. 
Bind the festival o ering with thick cords 
[and bring it] to the horns of the altar. 

e L  is God; He has given us light. 
Bind the festival o ering with thick cords 
[and bring it] to the horns of the altar.

You are my God and I will thank You; 
You are my God, I will exalt You.
You are my God and I will thank You; 
You are my God, I will exalt You.

ank the Lord for He is good; 
His loving-kindness is for ever.

ank the Lord for He is good; 
His loving-kindness is for ever.

You are my God 
e words of one who is bringing the o ering. And I will thank You: alternatively, 

“I will acknowledge You.” ese are words of dedication, meaning: is o ering I 
bring is an expression of thanks and acknowledgement to God for all His kindnesses 
to me.

A er hostages rescued from Entebbe in July  arrived in Tel Aviv, the Speaker of 
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non-Jewish sources – the Merneptah stele (Egypt, thirteenth century ) and 
the Mesha stele (Moab, ninth century ) – both declare that Israel has been de-
stroyed. Israel is the people that outlives its obituaries.

Blessed is one who comes 
A blessing made by the priests to those who came to worship in the Temple (Rashi, 
Radak). One of the tasks of the priests was to bless the people who came in pilgrim-
age to the Temple to make their o erings. 

Bind the festival o ering with thick cords 
Alternatively, “Order the festival procession with boughs, up to the horns of the altar,” 
a reference to the procession around the altar, with a lulav, on Sukkot (Sukka a).
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  All Your works will praise You, L  our God, 
and Your devoted ones – the righteous who do Your will, 
together with all Your people the house of Israel – 
will joyously thank, bless, praise, glorify, exalt, revere, sanctify, 
and proclaim the sovereignty of Your name, our King.  
For it is good to thank You and ing to sing psalms to Your name, 
for from eternity to eternity You are God. 
(Blessed are You, L , King who is extolled with praises).

  
 Magni ed and sancti ed may His great name be, 

in the world He created by His will. 
May He establish His kingdom 
in your lifetime and in your days, 
and in the lifetime of all the house of Israel, 
swi ly and soon – and say: Amen.
May His great name be blessed for ever and all time.
Blessed and praised, glori ed and exalted, 
raised and honoured, upli ed and lauded 
be the name of the Holy One, blessed be He, 
beyond any blessing, song, praise and consolation 
u ered in the world – and say: Amen.

On Mondays, ursdays, the Torah is read when a minyan is present (on the next page).
On other days, on Yom HaAtzma’ut continue om page    ( following your 

community rabbi’s instructions as to whether or not to read a Ha ara) and on Yom 
Yerushalayim on page   . On all other days the service continues on page   .

Leader:

All:

Leader:

the Knesset at the time, Yisrael Yeshayahu, 
opened a session of thanksgiving in 
the Knesset by quoting from Psalm , 

“ ank the L  for He is good, His lov-
ing-kindness is for ever.”

All Your works will praise You 
A concluding benediction, as at the end 
of the Verses of Praise.

Rescued 
Entebbe 
hostages 
arrive at 
Tel Aviv
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On Mondays and ursdays, the  is read when a  is present (on the next page).
On other days, on   continue om page    ( following your community rabbi’s 

instructions as to whether or not to read a ) and on   on page   . 
On all other days the service continues on page   .
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At this point on Yom HaAtzma'ut and Yom Yerushalayim, 

many communities sing HaTikva. 

  As long as in the heart, within,
A Jewish soul still yearns,
And onward, towards the ends of the east,
An eye still gazes towards Zion;

Our hope is not yet lost,
e hope of two thousand years,

To be a free people in our land,
e land of Zion and Jerusalem.

e transliteration of HaTikva:

Kol od balevav penima
Nefesh yehudi homiya,
Ulfa’atei mizrach, kadima,
Ayin letziyon tzo ya;

Od lo av’da tikvatenu,
Hatikva bat sh’not alpayim,
Lihyot am chofshi beartzenu,
Eretz tziyon viyrushalayim.

) the rst Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi of the 
Land of Israel in modern times, though he en-
dorsed singing the original HaTikva, wrote his 
own version, named HaEmuna. Some commu-
nities also sing psalm  on Yom HaAtzma’ut, 
as this Psalm describes the return of the Jewish 
people to Zion. (Esther Shindler)

   
Rosa Meth was born on  July , in a Jewish shtetl (village), part of modern-day 
Austria. When she was just two years old, her father died. Her mother was le  look-
ing a er three young girls. Sadly, while Rosa was still in her teens, her mother also 
died. e three sisters were le  to fend for themselves. Eventually, they moved to 
Vienna where they somehow managed to eke out a living.
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HaTikva began life as a poem by Na ali 
Hertz Imber ( - ), which was turned 
into a popular Zionist song in the late nine-
teenth century. It became the o cial anthem 
of the Zionist movement in , and the of-

cial national anthem of the State of Israel 
in  (despite its uno cial status as such 
long before then).

e words speak of the eternal hope and longing of the Jews to return to their 
ancient homeland. e phrase od lo av’da tikvatenu in the second stanza re ect the 
words of the biblical prophet Yechezkel in his “dry bones” prophecy a er the de-
struction of the First Temple(Ezekiel : ), where he refutes any claim that all hope 
is lost.

Despite its seeming universality, it has been criticised by some religious Zionists 
for having no mention of God or the Torah. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, ( -

Imber's 
original 

working of 
HaTikva
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the movement anthem

  A brotherly hand is outstretched to you,
Beloved youth,
Gather yourselves around our flag.
The star of Torah shall shine for you,
Your path shall be one of work.
With a brave heart
And with the help of God, we will surely go up.
Onward Bnei Akiva, forward to the top!

This Homeland, the land of our fathers,
Our Holy Land,
We have inherited from the mighty hand of Jacob.
Our minds are filled with her Torah,
Our hands are immersed in her soil.
With a brave heart
And with the help of God, we will surely go up.
Onward Bnei Akiva, forward to the top!

yad achim – the movement anthem
Bnei Akiva’s anthem was written by Rabbi 
Moshe Zvi Neriya (originally Menkin) who 
was born in Poland and made Aliyah in 1930. 
His dedication to helping the Jewish people 
inspired him to go to Bnei Akiva in Jerusalem. 
He was very impressed by the youth he de-
cided to join them as a madrich (leader). A short time later he became the 
coordinator of the branch. He changed his name to Neriya – meaning “the 
Candle of Hashem” – because he wanted to be a candle that would help the 
Jewish people and chase away the “darkness” around us. Rabbi Neriya was 

inspired by Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook to establish the first Yeshivat Bnei 
Akiva in Kfar Haroeh, revolutionising Jewish education, as it was the first 
school to combine secular and religious study. Today there are 76 education-
al institutions in the network. Rabbi Neriya went on to serve in the Knesset 
and he won the Israel Prize for his service to the Jewish State.

our flag
When the Jewish nation travelled in the de-
sert, each shevet (tribe) had a flag – a degel – 
to represent them amongst the other tribes. 
It was the beacon for everyone to know 
when to gather or when to move forward. It 
is around our flag that we live and teach the 
ideals of Bnei Akiva.



Yom Hashoah - Yom Hazikaron -Yom Haatzmaut - Yom Yerushalayim

‘From Exile Towards Redemption’ is the ground-breaking Weinstein 
Family edition Koren Machzor, produced with the United Synagogue. 
It commemorates those unique modern days which relate both to the 
Shoah and to the State of Israel.

The machzor contains prayer and essay sections, including moving forewords from Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis and Israel’s 
President Reuven ‘Ruvi’ Rivlin. Both sections include evocative photos and first-hand recollections. Other contributors include 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks and Natan Sharansky, as well as the late Golda Meir, Sir Martin Gilbert and Yehuda Avner.

Celebrating 150 Years

chzor contains prayer ananananddddddd esesesesesssasasasas yyyy s

S oa a d o e S a e o s aeShoah and to the State of Israel.

Available from:
www.theus.org.uk/machzor

FROM EXILE 
TOWARDS REDEMPTION  MACHZOR



With thanks to Koren Publishers Jerusalem and
the United Synagogue for use of texts from their

‘From Exile to Redemption Machzor’, 2nd edition, 2018.




